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This new philosophical bulletin, besides being the official 
organ of the lately organized "Philosopers!' Seminar", is an attempted 
realization of the need of giving some expression in a simple way, 
to the great truths of Scholasticism, It is a recognition of the 
necessity of reaching American minds by methods adapted to the 
character of the country and its peoples, 


It pretends to observe the ways in which American leaders of 
thought, with some philosophy to popularize, are proceeding, and 
to capitalize their methods for Scholasticism, It aims ulteriorly 
at the development of a philosophy of adapted apologetic method, at 
the gradual erection of a well»grounded system for carrying the 
larger and more vital things in Scholastic philosophy to the &merican 
mass mind. 


Any large program of this kind is obviously not possible of 
immediate initiation, The bulletin is new and limited and its con- 
tributors are yet in training. Its principal object is to perpetuate 
the philosophy of things here outlined and furnish the beginnings 
of opportunity for a practice in carrying them out. 


This task will be the work of time. Such a philosophy of method 
must grow. Jt is only one of a hundred distracting problems in the 
American Catholic program, and one that is clearly recognized by the 
Missouri Jesuit. The bulletin pretends to discover no new problem 
nor to offer any substantially new solution. "Catholic leadership 
in America has never been accused of lack of brains", said a Klan 
editor recently, and Catholic leaders are the first to recognize 
that Christ's injunction to teach an age implies a thorough use of 
the age's teaching media, 
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It is proposed to publish the "MODERN SCHOOLMAN" monthly. 
Articles, reviews, items of news and interest consonant with the 
policy of the paper as it is indicated in this present issue, will 
be the principal subject-matter of coming issues. This first number 
is mainly concerned with pitching the policy of the journal, 
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THE SEMINAR IDEA. 


OK KKK RK KKK OR KOK KOK 


The recently inaugurated seminars in the Philosophy department 
of St. Louis University are conceived to have a twofold purpose,- 
the thorough and intimate investigation into the essential and 
seminal doctrines of Scholasticism with a view to reconciling them 
with the modern advance of science, and the devising of ways and 
means of proposing these doctrines in attractive guise to both the 
scientific and the popular twentieth century mind. In a word the 
seminar aims to really know Scholasticism and to prepare its members 


to advertise Scholasticism to the public. 
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Bonaventure, Alexander of Hales and other great 
athed a vast body of truth. 
since they are 
in 


Thomas of Aquin, 
schoolmen of the Middle Ages have beque 
The fundamental, essential truths of this synthesis, 
fundamental and regard the capital problems of all philosophy, 
all times and ages, are vital and pertinent to the needs of our 
dav. Through the seminar one comes into intimate contact with these 
essertial truths. One looks at them from every side, becomes 
convinced of their colidity, forsees the difriculties that may be 
urged against them, and is prepared to meet wnose difficulties. 

Tner., stepping forth from scholastic halls and facing the modern 
world, one is not, like the illustrious Tyrrell" overwhelmed by the 
evidence of the Moderns, and made to feel that the doctrines of 
Scholasticism which were considered fundamental, and which seemed 
so solid and impregnable are, after all, untenable, mere nothings", 

But it will be of little apostolic avail to be familiar with 
the doctrines of Scholasticism and not seek to make others familiar 
with them." If we would secure an abiding vitality and influence 
for Scholasticism, we must force an entrance for it at any cost 
into those indifferent or hostile circles from which its very name 
has hitherto excluded it. It is not bg shutting herself up in 
secluded class-halls, nor by receiving the incense of a small coterie 
of admirers, that Scholasticism is to accomplish its important mis- 
sion, It must be brought in touch with the modern mind, with all 
the main currents of ideas that are shaping the mentality of the 
age in which we live. We must give it an opportunity of stating 
and supporting its arguments and reasons, of opposing its solutions 
to rival solutions; in a word we must secure currency for it in 
the world of contemporary thought," Hence the twofold purpose of 
the seminar, not only to know intimately Scholasticism, but also to 
devise ways and means to transmit it to others, to propose scholas- 
tic doctrines in an attractive guise to both the popular and the 
scientific mind, in a word, to effectively advertise, 


The seminar aims to translate the dry and stilted forms of the 
textbooks into language that will be intelligible to men of today, 
The moderns have trained us to expect and demand this literary 
clothing, and unless we cater to these new requirements we shall 
not be heard above the din that rival philosophées are making. The 
seminars are, then, in a certain sense, modern language olesise' eg 
The modern language studied is the language of twentieth century 
philosophy. 


But more in particular what are the means that the seminars 
will use to accomplish their twofold purpose? Besides the formal 
and informal discussions ~ in English - of theses seen in class 
there will be occasional Bebates and mock trials, Debates wid Loe 
upon subjects of present day interest, Each of the branches of 
philosophy is rich in such vital subjects. The following are 
examples: Minor Logic: the advantages and disadvantages of the 


es 


syllogism : Is definition mere description of facts? Is science 


Criteriology +: Are our judgments objective? Are abstract concepts 


reducible to sensations? Do we really attain to noumena? Which is 
better, moderate realism of Scholasticism, the nominalism of Hume 
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of Individuation. Phenominalism and Substantialism. Is there such 
a thing as the Scholastic Substance? Psychology : Essential dis~ 
tinction between sensation and the idea, Free Will. Essential dis- 
tinction between life and non-life. Spirituality and simplicity 

of the soul. Cosmology: Ultimate constitution of matter. Substan- 
tial Change. Matter and Form theory. Ethics: Can the time honored 
teachings of scholastics on the last end of man, freedom and 
responsibility, good and evil,law and duty, reward and punishment, 
be still maintained in the twentieth century? Theodicy: Existence 
and attributes of God, especially the Infinity. It is the intention 
of the seminar organization to hold a debate on one or other of the 


above subjects in the very near future, 


Ontology : Principles of Causality and Sufficient Reason. Principle 


Shortly after the holidays it is planned that the members of 
all the seminars stage a mock trial. Scholastic philosophy in its 
various phases will be the defendant, Details of the trial will 
be announced later. The advantages of such a sifting of philosoph- 
ical evidence are obvious, 


It goes without saying that the seminar idea ia not new, There 
are philosophical seminars in every institution of learning in the 
country. And our conception of the seminar is by no means a novel 
onee At the Louvain Institute where the Neo-scholastic movement 
really began and receives its greatest support and encouragement, 
the seminar system is much in vogue, Small groups of students 
interested in special branches of philosophy, band together under 
the direction of a professor, ~ in private work, research, writing, 
discussion of their findings at meetings, etc, The student is brought 
face to face with all the philosophical systems of the present day 
as well as with the modernized Seholasticism. OQne hundred and fifty 
of the leading philosophical reviews of the world, of every shade 
of opinion from all parts and in all languages are collected to~ 
gether, The student has free access to them, Sometimes they are 
refered to current articles on the topics discussed in class, and 
sometimes make use of these articles in their philosophical societies, 
Natural science, in so far as it has reference to philosophical 
questions, forms a part of the private discussion in the seminars 
as well as in the clags-rooms. These champions of truth battle in 
earnest for the old scholasticism, and against the cowardly agnos- 
ticism so rampant today. 


The seminars of St, Louig University will not do all that the 
seminars of Louvain have done for Neo-scholasticism. But modestly 
begun, they will modestly continue to do all in their power to 
further American Neo-scholasticism, Certainly America is a fertile 
field for such enterprise. George Santayana, a recent professor 
at Harvard University, and foremost representative of modern 
American philosophy, in a recent address before the British Academy 
of London, seems to hint at a golden opportunity for Scholastie 
philosophy. "Young America", he says,"has favored the impartial 
assemblage of and mutual confrontation of all sorts of ideas. It 


has produced in intellectual matters a sort of happy watchfulness 


and insecurity. Never was the human mind so master of facts and 
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master of so few principles, Will this suspense and fluidity of 
thought crystallize into some great new system? Positive gifts 

of imagination and moral heroism are requisite to make a great 
philosopher, But if the genius should arise he will find his ; 
opportunity in this vast collection of facts and suggestions. vome 
one has said that the earth has been a mad house long enough. We- 
may soften and say that philosophy has been an asylum for enthusi- 
asts long enough", America, then, is weary of extravagant philo- 
sophies that do violence to our better judgment. 


Can it be that she is ready for, and seeking the Scholastic. 
philosophy of common sense? She anxiously awaits a genius who will 
put together the many facts and ideas that she has in her possession 
and weave them into a satisfactory and adequate philosophy. Can it 
be that the genius she is seeking is to be found among the 
scholastics? : 
* 
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ABOUT THE CORRIDORS. 
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Mr. Birmingham is working on a plan to schematize or graph the 
field of scholastic philosophy in such a way as to 
express the progress, and central and lateral relations, 
of the system, with some such type as the Porphyrian 
Treetin’ mind. It is proposed ito (put a large framed icopy 
on the wall of the Recreation Room, to have in constant 
view the vital growth and inter-relation of the three 
years! matter, 
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It ie whispered that there are some mock trials in process of 
organization, modeled on the Inquisition of Catholic 
times. The heretics of philosophy will be brought to 
the bar. The accepted 'fides' will be the Jesuit 
school of Scholasticism, 
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The philosophers of the Seminar have gladly observed that their 
program of method received an unconscious support in the 
talks of Father Kuhlman during the triduum preparatory 
to the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
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An account of the late Disputations will be found in the 'Province 
News-Letter’, The Fathers were agreeably surprised to 
hear a voice from the 'Scholastic Left! raised during the 
objections, Mr. Heithaus broke in with an informal 
objection during Mr. Wellmuth's defense in Cosmology. 
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Be 


Father Grinder has lately returned from Rome, where he has been 
attending a world conference of the Society's cosmolo- 
gists. 

He fHromises to talk to the philosophers at an early date on the 
Findings of the conference, 
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A SEVENTEENTH CENTURY DIVORCE 
FRR OK OK KK OR KOK KOK KKK KKK KKK OK 2K OK OK 2K OK 
° ~-~Modern Science and Scholasticism--- 


Modern Science advances with giant strides. Only a few years 
ago Chemistry taught that there were some eighty or more elements 
intrinsically different,.from one amther. It was further held that 
in no way could one of them be transmuted into another. Indeed, 
this theory was based on such a large number of subsidiary facts 
and observations that it won wide acceptance. It was regarded 
as a fact. 


However, modern investigation has proved that such a fact was 
very largely false and unfounded, The time-has arrived when new 
facts force Science tochange her teaching regarding the *heory 
of the chemical elements. Moreover the new standpoint of Science 
is strikingly similiar to that of Scholasticism, A philosophical 
theory which is so perennial that it is adaptable to the very 
dZatest discoveries of science increases our confidence in the 
accuracy of such a theory, In truth, it cannot be denied that the 
theory of Matter and Form has many salient points in common with 
the "Rlectrical theory of Matter", 


When we ponder aver the remarkable similarity mentioned above, 
we wonder why there exists a vast gulf between Scholastic 
philosophy and modern Science... We turn 4o history and the answer 
is written large in the history of Scholastic philosophy, We will 
consider the testimony of a friend and admirer of the grand old 
system of Aristotle and St. Thomas, An eneny of Scholasticisn 
De Wulf is not, yet he does lucidly explain the 17th century 
divorce of Science and Scholasticisn. 


-~--THE ESTRANGEMENT--- 
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In the seventeenth century many sensational discoveries were 
made. These wonderful discoveries were disregarded by many hide- 
bound philosophers of that age. In fact, the new scientific facts 
fostered an abject terror in the_hearts of some of the peripatetics, 
who feared that their own out-cf-date science would soon find 
itself on the scrap heap. They refused to look through a telescope. 
Galileo said of them that rather than alter Aristotle's heavens 
in any particular, they obstinately denied the reality of what is 
visible in the actual heavens. Meteors kad evidently not taught 
them that the ancient doctrinecof the constitution of the heavenly 
| bodies might be false, Their fatal _errcr was an appeal to 
authority and a failure to evaluate the worth of observation 
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ories which the mediaeval mind 


and eriment. Many scientific the 
a ees J ew of the world were totally 


had incorporated in its synthetic vi 
discredited. We shall mention only a few; the idea that circular 
motion is the most perfect was proved to be false, as was the theory 
that the heavenly bodies were exempt from generation and corruption. 
The discovery of the sun-spots made the immutability of the heavenly 
bodies a respectable myth. Then the new mechanics heartlessly 
exploded the theory of the ‘locus naturalis! of bodies. 


---THE DIVORCE--- 
ROKK AK AOR KOR 


The Scientists, disgusted with these philosophers’ attitude, 
repudiated Scholasticism, and allied themselves with some system of 
modern philosophy, which from the very beginning professed its 
sincere respect for the epoch-making scientific discoveries of that 
remarkable century. We today are reaping the bitter fruits of a 
short-sighted policy. The new learning was a heresy to be combated, 
The metaphysicians failed to grasp the significant fact that certain 
arbitrary applications of metaphysics in the domain of science could 
be discarded without bidding fareweil to all metaphysics. So it 
came about that these self-appointed guardians of the wisdom of 
Aristotle, neglecting the spirit of Aquinas, waged a losing battle 
for the letter of the "Prince of Philosophere'" scientific theories, 
Aristotle and Acquinas would have gladly joined the scientists who 
were busy exploring nature, because their genius would have clearly 
perceived that together they could enlarge the world's store of 
human knowledge, 


-~--WHY THEY SEPARATED--~- 
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We of a later age can understand how Scholasticism thus became 
the butt of ridicule and the object of the scientist's hate. Some 
philosophers were narrow and bigoted, yet the scientists falsely 
made Scholastic philosophy responsible for the mistakes of mediaeval 
science which the wise men declared was inseparable from philosophy. 
Both sides were evidently to blame. The scientists elated over 
their successes would apply the axe to the powerful oak tree of 
centuries, because here and there beneath its spreading leaves could 
be seen a few sickly branches, On the other hand many philosophers 
stupidly maintained that its venerable head must not be touched at 
any cost. If a few dead branches were lopped off, they feared that 
the lordly tree would wither, So the cause of the divorce was an 
unworthy reverence for a few shrivelled twigs, 


This divorce was more disastrous for philosophy than for science, 
The physical sciences are concerned with the phenomena of nature, 
Since this is true its exponents can,--if they wish,--prescind from 
many questions involving the theory of knowledge, as well as from 
the reality behind their observations, In this sense physical science 
is admittedly incomplete. Such an attitude is trenchantly expressed 
by S. L. Bigelow in "Theoretical and Pnysical Chemistry" when he 
writes; "knowledge does not begin and end with the physical sciences 
and there is as much to be learned in netaphysics as in science" 
Various scientists have diverse theories of knowledge, yet it he aah 


Te 
ytact that their scientific work is carried to a successful conclu- 
Bion independently of their metaphysical theories, In other words, 
they may be eminent scientists, al though their philosophy may be 
far from sound, It really seems that a high and mighty attitude 

is assumed, when the philosopher tells the scientist that his work 
is fruitless, because the scientist has not adopted the philosophy 
Brenisecritic, stindesd, the iscilentiisttednicoalmly point to his 

| triuaphs as the unanswerable argument to the objectors view. 


-~--RECONCILIS£ZION--~ 
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Scholastic philosophy will fit well with modern science when 
some thinker will coordinate and reconcile the facts of science 
with the facts of philosophy. Thus writes Fr, Rickaby, “The hope 
of Scholasticism as a philosophy for the future seems to rest on 
its alliance with the Physical Sciences, Let Scholastic Meta- 
physicians be physicists (scientists) or with the physicists, and 
they may yet win back the sceptre from Hegel, The true ancestors of 
the physicists (scientists) of today were the Schoolmen of the 13th 
Century", 
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References:3: 
Fr.Rickaby, Scholasticisn, 
B.C.A.Windle, The Church and 
Science, 
DeWulf, Scholastic Philosophy. 
DeWulf, Scholasticism Old and New. 


T.L.Kennocy, ote. 
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A VISION OF EMPIRE 
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The Emperor Type 


Jay Gould was a great Railroad Imperialist, 

More than that, he was man of great vision, 

A recent feature-writer says of him, "Beyond almost any other 
Fastern man of his day and generation he had visualized the potential 
West and Southwest." 

He had ambitioned to quicken the American Mid-continent Empire 
with the vital nerve-nets of his far-flung railway systems, 

He died, his dream unrealized, 

But like his fellow-visiona’ies of his constructive period,he 
left a rather vast philosophy of American material expansion. 

In that philosophy, these two tenets were basic: 

That the material fundamental of Mid-Western development 
would be syndicated from the great power-centers of brains and 
dollars. Gould ambitioned a syndicate empire of transportation, 


The Eapire. 


Much of this has come to pass, é fe 
The American Progressive party is a protesting witness to 


Pact ’ 
the bulk of the peoples of the American plains are syndicate- 
fed in most of the commoner things of life. 

Their railroads and farm capital are syndicated from the East. 

Farm machinery, automobiles, clothes, and even breakfast food 
are drained into the Mid-continent from syndicate centers, 

High tisions of economic empire are being realized, 

But more significant, and more to the present purpose 16 
fact that syndicates are shaping the Mid-Western Mind, 

Brisbane, Bryan, and Dr. Frank Crane are syndicating its 
reli-~ion and philosophy. 

Feature-writers for chain newspapers syndicate its science, 

Evangelicanism syndicates an ethics of pious respectability 
end even an American international policy. 

The Puritan mass mind which dominates the civilization of the 
American Middle-West is coming to be a voiceless provincial in a 
syndicate empire that Gould's age had never envisioned, 

How much longer shall it be led by false prophets whose power 
is very largely subsidized by their clever recognition of the power 
of American syndicalisn? 


the 


The New Imperialism, 


The hour is at hand for Scholasticism to recognize the American 
genius for syndicate empire, 

Scholastic philosophy can be boxed up and delivered to the 
American mind in the syndicated columns of the daily press. 

There is a national reaction to a fundamental soundness in 
philosophy. 

Scholasticism can be carried to popularity on this appeal, 

St. Thomas is sounder, deeper, more interesting, and even 
more truly sensational than either Brisbane or Crane, 

He can be syndicated to the American mind through the columns 
of the daily press, 

nes te -nieh in Pine -journealisticeappea ll, 

He thas a lastingweuniversa ety; 

His philosophy is not one of mere self-improvement,inspiration, 
and achievement, 

Just as Jay Gould dreamed of railroad empire in the American 
Mid-cantinent, the Scholastic philosopher may vision a Thomistic 
thought-empire, dominating the Mid-Western desert of Puritanism, 
and stimulating and correcting its philosophic sight. 


NOTE:--~ What is said here does not imply any defensive 
campaign of gross Catholic propaganda, 
This would be fatal, 
The larger tenets of Scholastic philosophy are not 
essentially Catholic nor even Christion, 


nue 
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The bulletin board of the Philosophy Seminars, with its con- 
Spicuous position in the recreation room, has added not a little in 
furthering the ends of the organization, The timely clippings fron 
newspaper, magazine and catalogue have brought home the value of 
sound scholastic philosophy in displaying the fallacies and vagarics 
of the prophets of today, - the idea being to present views on the 
theses as they are being treated in class, The signs have paraded 
their specious arguments and, with occasional remarks, have opened 
up lines of counter-thought, Nor have they all been of a negative 
character, Correct views too, which are consonant with our position 
in the matter, have been posted and due credit given; the earnest 
inquirer after truth has presented his doubts and received an answer; 
thought-provoking questions have been placed and developed in detail; 
in fact, every means of vitalizing philosophy and every inspirational 
measure is here attempted in furtherance of the ends of the organi- 
Zatica. The bulletin board is likewise the medium for the notifi- 
cation of meetings of both group seminars and general assenblies, 
for the publication of the programs of the various seminars and 
finally it is a ready medium at hand for suggesting possible subjects 
and lines of approach to prospective contributors, The board is in 
charge of the publicity manager but the chairmen of the different 
seminars and the individual members themselves lend invaluable assis- 
tance, 

YW, Je OLLeery,eou0. 
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It is a truism to say that a new age has broken over the American 
world since the war. All things show forth that newness save the 
Baligioniof=Christ. 


Such a new age in the country's life will open up new apologetic 
methods in the Church's program, very especially in that which is 
basic, Her philosophy. 


The age of apologetic method now opening up in the American Church 
might be called the ‘SEVENTH AGE', supposing the previous history 
of her ways of impressing the world with Her truth to be divided 
into six periods. 


This division is a recognition of the fact that the apologetic 
problems of the Church at any given period rise out of the character 
of the civilization in which She is placed, and that in the America 
of today there is a new and distinct civilization giving urge to a 
new and distinct apologetic method, 


The 'Seventh Age! supposes in the large six previous apologetic ages 
in the Church's history, each representing a specialapologetic method 
adapted to the needs and character of the age. 
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The division begins with the public life of Our Lord and ends with 
the late World War, as follows; 


The First Age. 
The Radical MEO Rie Gelae ds sr aes anne Age fend JeEsuse 
Christianity is rooted in the world. 


The Second Age. 

The Apostolic Agerececcerecsne 
Christian extension begun, 
Christian colonies founded. 


The Thir dvage. 
The Age of the Doctors and Early Martyrs. 
The first organize and reconcile Christian truth, 
The second give moral testimony to it. 


The Fourth Age. 
The Age of Christian Expansion into pagan Europe, 


The PAEth tage. 
The*Age of (Christian Imperdalismss sor 
Europe in the fulness of Catholicity. 
The Crusades preached, 
Scholasticism at full flower in St. Thomas, 


The Sixth Age. 
The Age of Revolt...The Premd ern Age, 
The Reformation with its logical eventment 
down to our own day. 


The Seventh Age. 

The Age .of the Restauratio,.s.erhe Reradicarion. 
The age in which the Church in America, 
capitalizing what is lasting and universal 
in the methods of other times, will move 
forward to a full and scientific use of all 
the mind-readhing media that American genius 
has so far developed and by them reradicate 
the principles of Catholic philosophy and, 
ulteriorly, Catholicity in the mass-nind of 
the country, 


The Apologetic Problem of the Seventh Age -in’ Ameraicial, 


The enemy and hence the problem of the Church in every age has 
been power in high places. The Church in American is no exception, 
The American Catholic Church seems to be approaching a Kulturkampf 
crisis, disguised as Americanism, similar to that of the German 
Catholic Church of Bismarckfs time, The latter was weathered by a 


Catholic parliamentary solidarity and a quick and drastic protective 
organization, 


In America, where the social and religious policies of the country 
are shaped by the popular mind, - inspired and directed by men who 


28 
Rioy wo well, - the Church will save herself by seursing Her philosc-- 
Gay through the channels that readh the popular mind, - the newspaper 
feature syndicates, the radio, the periodical, in short by a campaign 
of public education similar to that carried on by’ the vee public | 


eae seeking to preserve their autonomy and ward off government 
control. 


It was inevitable that the character of Jesus should make Him a 
great Publicist in the deeper sense of the word, He spoke, not only 
jn the synagogue but in the crowded fields, on the mountain-top and 
at the sea-side,--the great press-rooms of His day. St. Paul sought 
out the center of the world's power, Rome, and the center of its 
culture, Athens, The theologians of St. Louis University, broad- 
casting Catholic truth through a thought-field of ‘respectable! 
Puritanism, have their proto-type in St. Paul on the 'Hill of Mars! 
broad-casting through a thought-field of frespectable! Hellenisn,. 


His successors of the following age were well on their way to a 
control of the apologetic centers and the apologetic media of the 
world of their day, at the fall of the Roman Empire in the West. 


The Church was now pushing across the frontiers into less- 
civilized Europe. She installed herself in the old universities and 
built new ones from which to impress the world with Her truth. The 
institutions of pagan Europe were laid at Her feet to be made vital 
by Her touch. And so, down to the Reformation, She was the builder of 
the civilized mind by Her perennial philosophy, on which God has 
laid the super-treasures of His Revelation, She had captured every 
out-post of propaganda and publicity. 


The Reformation came, The Church in English-speaking countries 
was hunted into cave and prigon. Oxford, a great radio-tower, where 
England had ‘tuned in! on classical Scholasticism, now broadcasted 
an egocentric subjectivism. The developing press became the servant 
of the Reformation and English literature was stamped with heresy. 
The Church was discredited and on the defensive. Her own truth- 
media were being used against Her. The later Post-Reformation period 
saw her enemies in posession of tne book, the pamphlet, the encyclo- 
pedia, the magazine,---and the impulse of their success has carried 
them over to a controlling power of the madern popular press. Had 
the press developed with no Reformation in the back-ground, Catholic 
thought would be queen of its pages. And since it is the Church's 
striving to win back the lost ground of the Reformation, it is an 
obvious part of Her program to re-queen Herself in the popular mind 
through the popular press, 


The Genesis of the Seventh Age in America, 


It is pregnantly significant that the rise of Puritanism in 

England was contemporaneous with the beginnings of an intensive 

New England colonization in America, The success of English arms 

in the middle of the eighteenth century--in the Seven Years War-- 
gave an impulse towards an English Protestant hegemony, localized 

in the New England States, that long dominated America. Over against 
its intellectual, social and even financial prestige was Catholic 
liability and discredit in the English-speaking world, Some fifty 


te 
ee 


wears ego the Shurch began to creep from Her prison-cave, but hunger 


astigmatism and melancholy were upon Her as the marks of Her long 
.enantry.e They have impressed Her accidental character in English- 


cpeaking countries ever since, 


In America the Catholic immigrant masses of less than a century 


ago were pointed to as the'direct antithesis of New England's 
aristocracy of power, But Catholic vitalism was Divine, though sub- 
merged; that of New Englandism was not. Then Catholicity was on the 


cerensive, today New Englandism is, 


A new age-the Seventh Age in the history of Catholic apologetics 
..is dawning. The Church is regaining Her Pre-Reformational impulse 
and power. She is setting up again corrective relations with the 
institutions of the day; the leadership that had been retrenched in 
4ne Post-Reformational period and confined to the essentials of faith 
and morals is feeling again the Divine afflatus. The English-speaking 
Church is reaching out with Divine catholicity to impress every phase 
of modern society, as she affected every phase of the Pre-Reformation- 


al society. 


In the new age dawning for Her, She will slowly reman the things 
that are Her's,--and first among these,--the popular mind through 
popular media, From the pages of the popular press She will stretch 
out consecrated hands, quivering with the spirit of God, and lay them 
upen the grest mass-mind of America, She will analyze and chart the 
mind-life of the country, and study to force forward the issues of 
Her fundamentalphilosophy to the front of the stage of American thought. 


She knows that the world, anywhere, to be right, must be 
Christo-centric. She knows that She is the voice of His body,speaking 
with His magnetism, and She will see to it that Her priestly 
secretaries place Her where She can command an audience commensurate 
with the greatness of Her message, 


The American world will listen. It is asking for just the things 
the Church can offer, The latter need not erect any new apologetic . 
media; American publicity is a highly developed art,--and in the 
radio. the syndicate editorial, the correspondence school, etc., She 
has at hand the power of reaching millions,--not in the way of in- 
spired propaganda, but in the strength, the soundness, the interest, 
the adventure, and even the sensation in Her basic philosophy, 


The Reformation has been called the sixth age in the history of 
the Church's apologetics, As a religious movement its blow is spent, 
Powerful but short-sighted, it has terminated in the repassanigingscf 
those whom it led away from Rome, The Seventh Age will see the re- 
winning of these blinded masses who followed Luther, just as the 
Second Age saw the winning of the blighted Romans who worshipped 
Jove and Venus, 

J2R 
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SALVAGE THE DUM-DUIN THOUGHT! 
WK AK SI KK OK a ES 2K aK 78 OK Gs KOK KK EE OK OK KK 


"The Seventh Age"! truly a pregnant and challenging name! 
at tells the story of Truth "ever ancient, ever new" and of an 
Eypression of that truth "never ancient, ever new", [It suggests a 
seer's reverence for the hour which God has entrusted to wis. — Whence 
‘the inspiration? Can it have ultimately been in that peculiarly 
omerican hymn of Walt Whitman's, "Leaves of Grass?" 
"Dead poets, philosophers, priects, 
Martyrs, artists, inventors, governments long since, 
Language shapers, on other shores, 
Nations once powerful, now reduced, withdrawn 
: and desolate! 
I dare not proceed till I respectfully credit 
what you have left, wafted hither. 
I have perused it, own it is admirable (moving 
awhile among it) 
Think nothing can ever be greater, nothing can 
ever deserve more than it deserves, 
Regarding it all intently a long while; then 
dismissing it, 
I STAND in MY place, with MY OWN DAY, HBRE." 


What is the promise of the "Seventh Age"? Can it be that here 
in Hegelian St. Louis we are witnessing the growing pains of a 
giant idea, an idea that will galvanize men into Peters and Pauls 
to carry out the dreams of a D'Wulf, a Mercier or the thirteenth 
Leo? A high calling it is to free Pruth from the Procrustean forms 
of the Fifth and Sixth ages, forms which have all but burked it to 
deati. There seem to be good men who don't believe Truth can 
endure unless it is hot-housed in Aristotelian of "Thirteenth, 
Greatest of Centuries" slang, And yet even as Francis Thompson was 
able to see Jacob's Ladder pitched at Charing Cross in London, so 
there are a few zealots who, believing in the eternity and catho- 
Picity of Truth, would not be surprised to run across it in the 
American language of Brisbane, Mencken, Ireland, or Cram. Not 
different,Truth, you understand, than Plato and Scotus bandied abowt- 
no, just neatly dressed up in "Hart-Schaffner and Marx" scenery, 
instead of in an anachronistical Grecian togo or cowl. 


Interesting in this connection is the little squib on page 
230 of the "Scientific American" for last May. In it Professor 
Eliot pleads for a new form to take care of a type of thought which, 
while extremely rich, is now being practically lost to the race. He 
calls his half-column article “A Scheme to Salvage Lost Ideas", 
(Eliot, I forgot to mention, is from Northwestern U.) 


His idea, or rather his form, seens quite "Seventh Agish", in 
eiicn case F hope it will Pind a seat in this new vehicle. However, 
Bhould it prove to be “Bighth Agish" it would be well to pack it 
avay in one's notes and wait for some future "Novum Organum" that 
Mill be flexible enough to profit by it. 


The Scientific American is not at hand, so I'll trust memory 
for the following syncopated description of Eliot's idea. 


Ly 


He says we need a more informal ana unverified presentation of bs 
cuggestive ideas, many of which never bear fruit because held back by 
present standards of scholarly presentavion. 4nd then he fences ail 
of us off roughly into two kinds of thinizers. 

"DUM-DUM" thinkers strike a subject and spread out at — 
once - tear big holes, but don't get far - find difficuity 
in finiching what is started because (1) impac® starts 
too many "lateral" associations and (2) perhaps it has 
an unconscious resistance to going ahead, - Results are 
bulky, fragmentary, uncorrelated - unlikely to produce 
completed achievement of merit. "ARMOR-PIERCING" thinkers 
frequently must get impulse and direction from some ex-~ 
plosive idea of another mind, often from combination of 
two widely different ideas, Among such elements vwvnhe 
Dum-Dum thinker is at home. 

Tliot says the "“dum-dum" gets ideas faster than they can possibly 

be worked out in standard forms, He gives a reference to Jung's 
"Psychology of the Unconscious" and cites as typical dum-duns, 
Nietzsche, Pascal, Amiel, Aurelius. Now, Elio goes on, isn't there 
some channel through which valuable associations of ideas, lights 
(sic), which may or may not stand the assay of verification, be made 


Evidently, as the Professor admits, the idea is a sample of dum-dun 
thinking, an “unverified inspiration", 


I had several sample bits of dum-dum thought but "spatium fugit", 
In fact when I come to think of iv, this whole effort is nothing but 
an effort to put a bit of dum-dunm into armor ~piercing form, That's 
the reason it seems incongruous. For classic examples of dum-dum 
one might turn to Bishop Spaulding, Canon Sheehan's "Under the 
Cedars", stretches in the "Imitation", Finally the "marginalia" is 
not an epigram because the epigram has finish, Rather it is a 
blotch, - a blot, on the "Scutcheon of Platitudes" - a flash struck 
from the midnight. To me one of the great (and forgotten!) "dum- 
dums" of history is the light that St. Thomas got in his dying 
hours, a light that forced him to call his lordly Summa - RUBBISH. 
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SEMINAR ACTIVITIES. 
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Immediately after the general organization of the Seminar, the 
members divided up into groups according to the branch of philoso- 
phy they were engaged in studying, 


First Year 
HOR KOK KK OK 
Mr. Fitzgibbons and Mr. O'Flaherty were named Chairmen of the 
two groups into which this year was divided, 
The following programs were held: 
October 2§ 
the Nature of Propositions, .% . . « vue , sr emO | Bete 
Particular and Universal Propositions . , « Mr. Garvey 
Booposi tions ineRhetionmio ts? Wo. seeded meen Mr. McCormick 


Ci 


‘ November 6. 
PesPCe POT MUNG OV) OAS ess «0 os '« Mesers. Keevin and ;Dent 
November 12 
scholastic Philosophy Made Popula~ .. . Messrs. Cehill and Reddy 
pomeePowers,or the Syllogism ... . « « « Mésers. R.Doyle and LaeMeyer 


Second Year 
OK KK KK kK KK 


Cosmology 


At a meeting on October 20th a drafter constitution was present- 
ed for the consideration of the members. Special articles of interest 
mere that’ the Cheirrans ship was to be rotatary, each member presiding 
in turn; that each wember was to appear fore the seminar and pre- 
sent scne topic of common interest; and that the mectings were to 
foilow the rules of Parliamentary Lev procedure as far os possible, 

The first regular meeting took place on October 30, Mr.Dowling 
gave 1. lecture entitled "The Roadmap of Gosmolozy". It was 
accom ,anied by elaborate blackboard outlines showing the mann. r in 
vhich the subject matter of Cosmolcgy evolves. 

The second neeting was held on November 13th, 

Mr. Clark defended Fr, Palmieri's doctrine on the "Virtual Continuun 
in an English "Circle", On November 24th, Hr. Cummings gave ia :— 
lecture on the "Aton", which was very apropos to the matter beings 
handled in class. 

The program for December is as follows: 

Nec, 180, Mr. Herr on “The Activities, of Bodies" 

Dec. Yth, Mr. Lane on “Interpretaticns of Creationism" 
Dec. 13th, Mr. Schwallier on "The Alchemist", 

Dec. 20th, Mr. Wellmuth, (subject under consideration). 


Third Year 
RK KKK KKK oe 


Theodicy 


The aim of this section is to familiarize its members with the 
scholastic proofs for the existence and nature of God and get a 
clearer comprehension cf the many false doctrines on this subject 
as well as an intelligent appreciation of the adversaries! 
Gafficulties, 

At the first meeting Mr. O'Leary defended the Principle of 
Causality upon which our proofs for the existence of God rest, while 
Mr. Steiner tried to invalidate it by the use of Xant's arguments, 
In these discussions the typical vagueness of modern philosophers 
with regard to a real "proof" for the existence of a "supreme and 
intelligent Being" were clearly manifested, 


Third Year 


KK KOK KK KOK OK 
Ethics. 


The primary purpose of the Ethics seminar is to give its 
members a more thorough grasp of ethical principles by applying 
them to practical cases. The meetings are conducted in a very in- 
formal way and the method of presertation may be rovghly described 


15. 


* Ts ’ 
with the evening's matter well in hance; 
which he wishes 
principles, a number 


aa "Socratic". The chairman, i 
asks questions tending tc bring out the points 
discussed. After having the members state the Ke 
of cases are proposed in which these prince spLes oe eae a 

To date two meetings have been heid. In the first mee as Ey 
than an hour was devoted to whe discussion of voluntary and te Sa aC 
and the extent to which they are modified by ignorance, passions " 
fear and violence. In the second meeting discussion centered aroun 
the norm of morality. 

Mr. Heithaus is chairman of the Ethics Seminar. 
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COMING ARTICLES. 


22K OK KK OK OB OK ok ok KK OK RK 
The following articles have been subscribed for coming numbers: 
1) Why God does not Change. 
2) Aristotle Talks to Father Palmieri 9N Dynamisn,. 
53) The Roman Puritans, 
4) Who Permitted the War? 


5) What it is All About. 
(The letter of a First Year Philosopher) 
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5t. Ignatius Learns From the Heretics. 
38 2 OK A RR ACR OK KKK aK KOK ok oR OK OK OK oR KOK Ok ok ok KB kK OK OK OK 
It is interesting-to observe how Saint Ignatius, with the 
quickness of genius, analyzed the apologetic method of young 
Protestantism and mustered the power of his young Society to cross 
it with its own weapons, 


In a letter outlining his campaign for Germany, he says: 
First, the heretics have made their false theology 
popular by adapting it to the intelligence of the 
common people, and by teaching in the schools and 
preaching in public. By circulating small books,cheap 
and easily understood they have spread their 
doctrine; ------~~------~~-~--- 2.6. wow eee ; 

The letter continues in detailing a method of rebuttal that 
is an enlargement and perfection of the heretical method 
of attach, and containing the outlines of the Society's 
method ever since used, 
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